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Common slang terms and symbols include: Big H, Black Tar, Chiva, Hell Dust, Horse, Negra, Smack, and
Thunder ©° ”u

What is heroin?

Heroin is an illegal opioid drug made from morphine, which comes from the seed pod of the
opium poppy plant. It is highly addictive and has no accepted medical use in the United States.
Heroin use carries a serious risk of dependence, overdose, and death.

What does it look like?

Heroin can appear in several forms. It can occur as a white or brown powder. It can also occur as
a sticky black substance, commonly known as black tar heroin. The color and consistency can
vary depending on how it is made and what other substances are mixed into it.

How is it used?

Heroin is commonly used by injecting, snorting, or smoking. Each method carries significant
health risks, including infection, injury, and overdose. The risk increases when heroin is mixed
with other substances, such as fentanyl, alcohol, and other drugs. Paraphernalia that can
indicate possible use include pipes, spoons, foil, and syringes.

How does it impact the brain?

Heroin enters the brain quickly and is converting into morphine, which binds to opioid receptors
that control pain, pleasure, and breathing. Possible effects on the brain include intense feelings
of pleasure or euphoria, reduced pain and anxiety, and slowed thinking and reaction time.
Repeated use can change how the brain functions, leading to dependence and addiction, where
the brain relies on heroin to feel normal.

How does it impact the body?

Heroin slows many of the body’s essential systems. Common effects include slowed or shallow
breathing, extreme drowsiness or loss of consciousness, nausea and vomiting, and slowed heart
rate. Long-term use can lead to serious health problems, including infections, lung damage, and
increased risk of fatal overdose, especially when heroin is mixed with other opioids like fentanyl.

Heroin in Oklahoma?

Heroin has historically been a minor threat in Oklahoma. We have seen slight increases and
decreases over the years but the threat remains relatively low.
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