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What is fentanyl?

Fentanyl is a very powerful synthetic opioid. It is approved for medical use to treat severe pain,
but it is also illegally made and sold. Fentanyl is 50 times stronger than heroin and up to 100
times stronger than morphine. Fentanyl is a major driver of overdose deaths in the United
States.

What does it look like?

lllicit fentanyl can exist in many forms. It can appear as a white, off-white, or light brown powder,
as pills made to look like prescription medications (such as Oxycodone, Xanax, and Adderall),
and mixed into other drugs (such as heroin, cocaine, and methamphetamine) often without the
user’'s knowledge.

How is it used?
Fentanyl can be swallowed in pill form, snorted as a powder, smoked, or injected. lllicit fentanyl
carries a high risk of overdose, especially because the strength is unpredictable. Paraphernalia

that can indicate possible use include vials, syringes, lollipops and lollipop sticks, patches, pills,
and sprays.

How does it impact the brain?

Fentanyl works by attaching to opioid receptors in the brain. These receptors control pain,
emotions, and breathing. Potential effects on the brain include intense feelings of pleasure or
relaxation, slowed brain activity, and reduced awareness and alertness. With repeated use, the
brain can become dependent on fentanyl, making it difficult to feel normal without it and
increasing addiction and overdose risks.

How does it impact the body?

Fentanyl slows many of the body’s vital functions. Common effects include slowed or stopped
breathing, extreme drowsiness or unconsciousness, nausea and vomiting, and slowed heart
rate. At high doses, or when mixed with other substances, fentanyl can cause overdose and
death. This can happen in a matter of minutes due to its potency.

Fentanyl in Oklahoma?

From 2017 to 2023, the number of fatal fentanyl overdoses in Oklahoma rose from 54 to 748,
rising 15 times in a span of 6 years. However, there is some good news. In 2024, the number of
fentanyl-related overdose deaths fell to 497. In 2024, OBN seized over 398 pounds of fentanyl,
which is enough to provide a lethal dose to every Oklahoman 22.5 times over. Treatment
admissions rose to 3,342 in 2024, and over 196,000 naloxone kits were distributed via vending
machines and mail programs. The fight against fentanyl is not over.
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