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Cocaine is a powerful stimulant drug made from the leaves of the coca plant, which is native to
South America. It is classified as an illegal substance in many countries because of its high
potential for addiction and its serious health risks. Cocaine acts quickly on the central nervous
system, producing short-lived but intense effects.
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Cocaine most commonly appears as a white fine crystalline powder. It may also be found in an
off-white or slightly yellowish form. Another form, often called “crack” cocaine, looks like small
white or tan crystals or rocks.

Cocaine is used in several ways, depending on its form. People may inhale the powder through
the nose, apply it to the gums, or inject it after it has been dissolved in water. Crack cocaine is
typically smoked, either by itself, or with marijuana or tobacco. Paraphernalia that can indicate
cocaine use include pipes, straws, foil, baggies, syringes, rubber tubes, belts (to secure and put
pressure on a vein), rolled currency (used for snorting), and mirrors (for cutting lines).

The impact on the brain is influenced by the method of use. If it is smoked or injected, the effects
are rapid, resulting in a euphoric “rush.” If it is snorted, the effects are more slowly felt. Other
effects include surge of energy, alertness, confidence, and euphoria, during the “rush,” as well as
fatigue, irritability, anxiety, or depression when they crash.

Cocaine places a significant strain on the body. It can increase heart rate and cause irregular
heartbeat, raise the risk of heart attack, stroke, or seizures, and can result in death. 
Physical signs of use can include increased blood pressure and heart rate, dilated pupils,
insomnia, and loss of appetite.

Cocaine historically has been a low threat to Oklahomans. However, there has been a 48% spike
in cocaine related fatal overdoses over the last five years. OBN has seen a dramatic risk in
cocaine seizures, indicating that this once minor threat is no longer minor. In 2024, Oklahoma
law enforcement submitted nearly 600 cocaine cases to OSBI, a more than 19% increase from
the previous year.

Cocaine
Common slang terms and symbols include: Blow, Coca, Coke, Crack,  Snow,  Soda Cot
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